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PART A: Vocabulary

Directions: Choose the word or phrase (1), (2), (3), or (4) that best completes
each sentence and then mark the correct choice on your answer sheet.

Rizzi modified his analysis to —--=-eu—- the fact that in some languages pro is allowed in
only subject position.

1) overlap 2) simulate 3) acculturate 4) accommodate

Very fluent second language learners may ----------- in mixing up pronouns ke and she.

1) insist 2) persist 3) commit 4) provoke

Due to many critiques, the ----—--—- supporters of this theory are thin on the ground.

1) staunch 2) intelligible 3) preferential 4) evolutionary

The claims of UG theory have ----——---- for how we conceive of human beings.

1) anomalies 2) abstractions 3) repercussions 4) displacements

The language faculty of human beings is not stable but itself -—------------ .

1) matures 2) overlaps 3) inhibits 4) presumes
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66- These expressions bear no ---------- to the expressions that constitute my linguistic
experience.
1) array 2) expansion 3) resemblance 4) diversification
67- The general concepts of UG are ------—-——--- tied to the specific details.
1) accessibly 2) gradually 3) spontaneously 4) inextricably
68- The LAD ------——---- the central tenet of the UG theory.
1) released 2) embodied 3) inclined 4) correlated
69- The child acquires parts of the language that ---------—-- from the core in one way or
another.
1) lag 2) depart 3) dominate 4) substitute
70- Many of these developments serve as a / an -----------— to the minimalist program.
1) attribute 2) precursor 3) constitute 4) correspondence

PART B: Cloze Test

Directions: Read the following passage and decide which choice (1), (2), (3), or
(4) best fits each space and then mark the correct choice on your answer sheet.

Etymology is the origin, or the study of the origin, of words. The etymology of efymology is
the Greek word efymos, 'truth’. Etymologies of many words even in (71) ------ English remain
unknown. Inventions and borrowings are exceptions which 'prove the rule' of the general
principle that new meanings are preferred in old forms. The (72) ---=e---- for inventions in
particular is often mysterious, and it is difficult, later, (73) -------- what inspired them. Some
words that (74) --------- may in fact have other origins, perhaps as borrowings or blends. New-
word formations of the other types, however, are sometimes (75) -------- natural or reasonable
that they may have-appeared separately and independently at several times and places before
catching on in the broad language community.

71- 1) thorough studying 2) thorough to study  3) thoroughly studying 4) thoroughly studied

72- 1) inspiration 2) sequence 3) application 4) association
73- 1) to guess 2) for guessing 3) in guessing 4) from guessing
74- 1) thought to invent 2) thought to be invented

3) are thought to have invented 4) are thought to have been invented

75- 1)so 2) too 3) very 4) enough
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PART C: Reading Comprehension

Directions: Read the following passages and answer the questions by choosing

the best choice (1), (2), (3), or (4) and then mark the correct choice on your
answer sheet.

78-

79-

Passage 1

There have been cases of abandoned and isolated children who grow up without the normal
conditions for language learning, and so without language. These are termed feral ('wild')
children, An American child of six and a hall was discovered in 1937 to have been isolated
from language acquisition. With care and instruction, however, she is said to have passed
through the usual stages of language acquisition at a rapid pace, and within two years was 'not
easily distinguished from ordinary children of her age'. Two cases of feral children discovered
at a later age, near the end of or after the hypothetical critical period, are particularly well
known.

Until recently, the most famous case was a boy of 12 named Victor, who came to the
aitention of authorities in Averring, France, in 1798, Victor seems to have been abandoned in
the woods some years before, perhaps after an attempt to kill him (he had the scar of a severe
wound on his neck). I1e had no command of language, and subsequently, even after years of
patient instruction, was able to acquire little.

A 1970s case in the US concerned a girl known as Genie, who from her second year until
she was 13 had been isolated by her parents and deprived of normal human contacts by which
she might have acquired language. Despite several years of language instruction accompanied
by attempts also to assist her social development, and despite initial evidence of good progress,
Genie never progressed much beyond child-like command of language.

At age 13, Genie's syntax was at the two-word stage, about like that of an 18-month-old
child. Though her command of syntax improved in the next three and a half years, until she
was producing complex sentences, she never showed more than sporadic use of the frequent
grammatical morphemes of English, and her linguistic development seemed to remain at the
telegraphic stage.

According to the passage, it is true that feral children ---—--—---,
1) were mainly found in the 1970s

2) are mentally retarded children

3) cannot be distinguished from ordinary children

4) may be able to acquire language if found before puberty

The word "which" in paragraph 3 refers to ----------—-- .

1) case 2) human 3) contacts 4) parents
Unlike Victor, Genie seo—au— .

1) never managed to acquire much

2) had no contact with human beings

3) was brought up in a human environment

4) began her normal language development from age 2

The passage is mainly about -------———--- .

1) Genie’s cruel parents

2} isolated children growing up with animals

3) children with abnormal, wild behavior

4) children deprived of normal language learning conditions
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The word "sporadic’ in paragraph 4 is closest in meaning to --—-----=-=ume- .
1) vocal 2) simple 3) irreguiar 4) meaningless
Passage 2

Language classification, sometimes called genetic language classification is the process of
specifying the grouping of languages on the basis of their shared descent from a parent
language. Remember that writing is only about 5,000 years old, so only relatively recent
language splits and separations are recorded in history. Ilistory records, for example, the spread
of Latin and its separation into the so-called Italic languages, including Italian, Spanish, and
French, as the result of the spread of the Roman Empire, from about 0-400 AD, and the
diversification of Arabic into its modern varieties now spoken from Morocco in the west to
Iran in the east, as the result of the Muslim conquests from 700 to 1200 AD. We know what
classical Latin and classical Arabic were like, because there are documents written in these
ancient languages, and over time the written record shows the gradual change of these into the
geographically separated modern Italic languages and varieties of Arabic.

Large language families, however, arc the result of movements of people which happened
long before writing was invented, such as that of the Indoeuropean and Afroasiatic peoples.
The membership of such families can only be known by inference from linguistic evidence
(with help from archaeology, and, controversially, biogenetic evidence). The linguistic
evidence is largely the product of two methods of analysis: mass comparison and language
reconstruction.

The first paragraph is mainly concerned with ----—--—---,

1) historical roots of languages 2) language classification in Latin

3) Muslim conquests and spread of Arabic 4) genetic preparation lor language learning
The word "that" in line 13 refers to -------------

1) people 2) result 3) writing 4) movement
The word "specifying' in line 2 is closest in meaning to ---—----------——-- .

1) dividing 2) determining 3) limiting 4) analyzing

The paragraph following this passage is most probably about -------=------ .

1) mass comparison 2) types of linguistic evidence

3) large language families 4} archeological and biogenetic evidence
According to the passage, languages ------------ .

1) are about 1200 years old in their written form

2) can be divided into the two groups of Latin and Arabic

3) spoken by people in the east of Iran include a variety of Arabic

4) can be divided into families in terms of the reconstruction method
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Passage 3

The poverty-of-the-stimulus argument, which maintains that evidence is inherently too
impoverished for the child to be able to acquire UG principles, must be firmly distinguished
from an early claim made by Chomsky, namely the degeneracy of the data. language
acquisition is made more difficult by the fact that children encounter performance and so the
sentences they hear may contain mistakes, slips of the tongue, English sentences with null
subjects, and so on. Part of the positive evidence is therefore misleading and has to be filtered
out by the learner. A model of language learning cannot be predicated on children hearing only
grammatical sentences; it has to be able to tolerate a certain amount of ungrammaticality.

However, the claim that the input data for the child are degenerate has had to be modified in
the light of the research into speech addressed to children, which showed that, on the contrary,
such input was highly regular. Newport (1977) found that only 1 out of 1,500 utterances
addressed to children was ungrammatical. Such regularity, however, applies only to the
language addressed directly to the child; children doubtless also hear adult performance
addressed to fellow adults, with the usual quota of deviancies. The main argument concentrates
on the poverty of language addressed to children — the fact that it does not contain the right
kind of syntactic evidence — rather than on the degeneracy of the data — the fact that it is not
always completely well formed — since the data are arguably not as degenerate as was earlier
thought.

Many claims and counterclaims about the speech addressed to children have indeed been
made in the language acquisition field at large. Bruner (1983), for example, postulates a
Language Acquisition Support System (LASS) in adults' minds that enables them unerringly to
provide the appropriate environment for their children; 'Language is not encountered willy-
nilly by the child; it is shaped to make communicative interaction effective - fine-tuned'. Even
if such fine-tuning, or indeed any other adaptive linguistic behaviour by the parent, could teach
the principles of UG, it would still have to meet the uniformity requirement that all parents use
it, which seems unlikely.

The poverty-of-the-stimulus ---=----m-nm-,

1) 1s very impoverished 2) refers to degenerate input data

3) is a reason to support the existence of UG 4) was used against LASS in the 1980s
We can understand from the passage that ----——-—--- .

1) parents linguistic behavior may vary

2) parents like their children’ fine-tuned language

3) the degeneracy argument is based on the regularity of input

4) language learning models cannot account for ungrammaticality

The word "it" in line 16 refers to -—-----ommnu-,

1) poverty 2) language 3) degeneracy 4) evidence
The author refers to Newport’s study to —------enn-,

1) argue that his idea is false

2) support the grammaticality of input data

3) propose a new theory of language learning

4) show the number of sentences produced by a child

The word ""degenerate" in paragraph 2 can best be replaced by ------—--—-,
1) productive 2) general 3) corrupt 4) creative
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