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ART A: Vocabulary

P
Directions: Choose the word or phrase (1), (2), (3), or (4) that best completes
each sentence and then mark the correct choice on your answer sheet.

After the death of the third caliph, the people turned to Ali from all sides, swore ----------
to him and chose him as caliph.

1) allegiance 2) execution 3) inscription 4) administration

The majority of Shi’ites were forced to curse Ali and to express their -—-ve - for him.

1y disdain 2) sanctuary 3) revenue 4) apparatus

‘Umar is ----------- establishing the first diwan, which distributed stipends to conquering
soldiers.

1) stretched from 2) credited with

3) confiscated with 4) incorporated into

From the -----—--- of historical documents, it can be seen clearly that Yazid has no
religious character at all.

1) extension 2) insularity 3) testimony 4) inspiration

The Buyids made it possible for the Shi’ites to ------------ their religious views openly.

1) gather 2) propagate 3) accelerate 4} associate

During the period of prophecy, Imam Ali performed valuable services and made
remarkable --—---—ne--- .

1) sacrifices 2) controversies 3) companions 4) manifestations

If the conquest movement was an important ---------- in the success of early Islam, it is
also very hard to describe.

1) tradition 2) generation 3) profession 4) ingredicnt

Jihad is the ---—--—--- on hehalf of God.

1) struggle 2) expression 3) illustration 4) perspective

The ideas of authority and rulership was transforming during the -------- of Mu"awiya.

1) reign 2) sequence 3) immunity 4) contemporary

The book gave answers about who ------------- succeeded Muhammad or who did not.

1) polemically 2) coherently 3) legitimately 4) extraordinarily
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PART B: Cloze Test
Directions: Read the following passage and decide which choice (1), (2), (3), or
(4) best fits pace and then mark the correct choice on your answer sheet.

In accordance with the Islamic teachings which form its basis, Shi'ism believed that the most
important question facing I[slamic socicty was the elucidation and clarification of Islamic
teachings and the tenets of the religious sciences. Only after such clarifications were made
could (56) -==mmmmmm-- these teachings to the social order be considered. In other words, Shi'ism
believed that, before all else, members of society should be able to gain a true (57)---------- of
the world and of men based on the real nature of things. Only then (58)------------- and perform
their duties as human beings, in which lay their real welfare, even if the performance of these
religious duties were to be against their desires. After (59)-rmmeeman-- this first step a religious
government should preserve and execute real Islamic order in society in such a way that man
would (60)-----—---—----- none other than God. would possess personal and social [reedom to the
extent possible, and would benefit from true personal and social justice.

1) apply 2)apply to 3) be applied to 4) the application of
1) value 2) vision 3) variety 4) virtue

1) they know 2) they knew 3) could they know  4) they could know
1} going on 2) taking out 3) picking up 4) carrying out

1) narrate 2) worship 3) descend 4) recognize

PART C: Reading Comprehension

Directions: Read the following passages and answer the questions by choosing

the best choice (1), (2), (3), or (4)and then mark the correct choice on your

answer sheet.

Passage 1

From AH 5 and 6. the traditional chronology also leads in a second direction towards the
conquests in general and Syria in particular. The oasis town of Dumat al Jandal lay about
fifteen days' march north from Medina; it also lay about half that distance from Damascus.
Its strategic position perhaps explains why it was the object of no fewer than three raids,
the first of which was led by the Prophet himself in AH 5. It fell for good in AH 9 1o
Khalid ibn al Walid, who had been dispatched by Muhammad, who had himself
taken another town in north western Arabia, Tabuk, in the summer of that year, having
heard that a coalition of Byzantine and Arab forces had amassed there. In fact, as early as
AH 6 or 7, the tradition has Muhammad dispatch letters to Heraclius, the Negus of
Abyssinia and the Sasanian Shah, among others, inviting them to acknowledge his
prophecy and convert to Islam. (They all declined.) The terms of capitulation for Dumat al
Jandal and Tabuk, as they had been for al Khaybar, called for a tribute payable to
Muhammad. At least in part because the Quranic injunction that the People of the Book
(that is. monotheists who acknowledge scripture) pay a tribute (jizya) is so vague, these
capitulation accounts would function as partial models for conquest arrangements. After
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the conquest of Mecca, Muhammad is also said to have extended his influence in eastern
and southern Arabia, chiefly by treaty rather than conquest. At least one non-Islamic
source has Muhammad lead a conquest army into Palestine, but this must be mistaken.

According to the passage, Dumat al Jandal ---------—--,

1) was an oasis near town

2) was closest to Damascus than to Medina

3) was attacked by the Prophet himself

4) was attacked from a strategic position in Media

The passage does NOT support the idea that —-------,

1) the tribute was part of conquest arrangements

2) treaty was the basis of some influence achieved by Muhammad

3) Dumat al Jamal was attacked three times in AH 5

4) leading the army into Palestine was based on strategies other than conquest

The word “which” in line 5 refers to ---——---- .

1) object 2) raids 3} position 4) strategies

The best title for the passage would be ---------- .

1) Conquests in Syria 2} An Oasis Town in Syria

3) The Traditional Chronology 4) Dumat al Jandal in the Period of the Prophet
The phrase “for good” in line S means --—-------,

1) easily 2) forever 3) willingly 4} in a short time
Passage 2

Several times the descendants of the Prophet (who are called in Persian sadati'alawi)
rebelled against the injustice of the government, but each time they were defeated and usually
lost their lives. The severe and unscrupulous government of the time did not overlook any
means of crushing them. The body of Zayd, the leader of Zayd Shiism, was dug out of the
grave and hanged; then after remaining on the gallows for three years it was brought down and
burned, its ashes being thrown to the wind The Shi'ites believe that the fourth and fifth Imams
were poisoned by the Umayyads as the second and third Imams had been killed by them
before.

The calamities brought about by the Umayyads were so open and unveiled that the majority
of the Sunnis, although they believed generally that it was their duty to obey the caliphs, felt
the pangs of their religious conscience and were forced to divide the caliphs into two groups.
They came to distinguish between the "rightly guided caliphs" (khulafa rashidun) who are the
first four caliphs after the death of the Holy Prophet (Abu Bakr, Umar, Uthman, Ali), and the
others who began with Mu'awiyah and who did not possess by any means the religious virtues
of the rightly guided caliphs.

The Umayyads caused so much public hatred as a result of their injustice and heedlessness
during their rule that after the definitive defeat and death of the last Umayyad caliph his two
sons and a number of their family encountered great difficulties in escaping from the capital.
No matter where they turned no one would give them shelter. Finally after much wandering the
deserts of Nubia, Abyssinia, and Bajawah (between Nubia and Abyssinia) during which many
of them died from hunger and thirst, they came to Bab al-Mandab of the Yemen. There they
acquired travel expenses from the people through begging and set out for Mecca dressed as
porters. In Mecca they finally succeeded in disappearing among the mass of the people.
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The last Umayyad caliph’s family ---------- .

1) were given shelter in the capital 2) were killed after their defeat

3) were welcomed by people in Yemen 4) failed to reach Yemen with all of them alive
The distinction between two types of caliphs ---------- .

1) was introduced by Mu’awiyah 2) was made by khulafa rashidun

3) was madc by the Holy Prophet 4) stemmed from the Umayyads’ injustice

The word “calamities” in line 9 is closest in meaning to --------—-- .

1) cultures 2) opinions 3) disasters 4) regulations

[t can be understood from the passage that ----------- .

1) the early Shi’ites were sadati’alawi

2) caliphs were called rashidun by some shi’ ites

3) many Sunnis did not favor the Umayyads’ rule

4) a mass of people helped the caliph’s sons disappear
According to the passage, it is true that --——--—--- .

1} Zayd was hanged before he was buried

2) some shi’ites were called sadat by the Prophet

3) everybody in Mecca recognized the caliph’s sons

4} the caliph’s family afforded their trip to Mccca by begging

Passage 3

In the short term, the new style Syrian army was a success: within three years of defeating
Ibn al Zubayr, 'Abd al Malik had launched what would turn out to be a four year campaign on
the Byzantine frontier, and parts of Armenia would fall under Islamic rule for the first time.
(The jihad would be expanded with considerable success by 'Abd al Malik's son and successor,
al Waid, especially in North Africa and Sind.) But problems naturally appeared. We
occasionally read of desertion and the soldiers' reluctance to fight; we also read of spectacular
rebellions led by commanders on extended campaigns (thus a dangerous revolt in the east led
by the celebrated Kindi commander, Thn al Ash 'ath, in 699) and of soldiers who had fallen off
the diwan and thus out of favour with the Umayyads (thus the Kharijite rebellion led by Shabib
ibn Yazid al Shaybani in Northern Mesopotamia and Iraq in late 695 and 696).

Perhaps most important, the distinction between Syrian and non-Syrian became politically
explosive. The occupation of Iraq and Iran by Syrian soldiers and Syrian garrisons were
established in Iraq and Iran, the garrison of Wasit being built in 702 or 703, equidistant
between Basra and Kufa as a base against their restive tribesmen provided the coercion
nceessary to extract taxes and tribute from non-Syrians. This would lead in the short term to
endemic rebellion in the provinces, most notably by Kharijites and in the long term, to the
catastrophic revolution of 749-50. Meanwhile, the professionalisation of the army led to the
emergence of two rival factions (the Qays/Yaman or northerner /southerner), and this rivalry
would also subvert Umayyad rule until its end.

According to the passage, some in the army ---------,

1) disliked Islamic rule 2) were against long fights

3) were killed because of an explosion 4) distributed taxes among non-Syrians
The word “their” in line 14 most probably refers to ----------- .

1) garrisons 2) Syrian soldiers

3) Iraq and Iran 4) Syrian and non-Syrian

The word “subvert” in line 19 means ------------ .

1) destroy 2) compete 3) change 4) reflect
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The main topic of the passage is ----—---—- .

1) three years of success 2) Syria’s short-term success

3) problems in the Syrian Army 4) a campaign on the Byzantine frontier
We can understand from the passage that ----—--——-- .

1) non-Syrians were not free in paying taxes

2) the Qays were against northerners

3) the army commanders were reluctant to fight rebels

4) the revolution started by the Kharijites in Yaman
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